
What is more Christian than providing a way for inner-city families to take a vacation?

Most of us grew up expecting a pleasurable summer break from the daily routine and grind.  But many 
urban families never enjoy a vacation—especially one-parent households and the working poor.

That is why we have an overwhelming response when our neighbors learn about our Family Vacations.

I can hardly wait to invite Lisa, a 36-year-old single mother of three.  Lisa accepted Christ and was 
baptized at age 17 while living in Guatemala.  Tragically, she was raped several times, resulting in the 
births of two sons.  When Lisa left Guatemala, she left her sons with her sister.
 
Lisa met Henry in California.  They have two daughters.  Henry knows the Lord, but struggles with 
drugs and alcohol.  Six years ago, Lisa got a restraining order for her safety and that of her daughters.  
One day, Henry was found in his car along the freeway, paralyzed and unable to speak.  It took months 
for him to regain his health from this drug-induced stroke.  
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Then, in her loneliness, Lisa became pregnant by 
another man.  One woman told Lisa to have an 
abortion so that no one would know what she had 
done.
  
Instead, Lisa met with our pastor and wife, 
confessed her sin to them and to our congregation.  
Her third daughter is now three years old.  We 
have seen great changes in Lisa’s life over the past 
three years.
 
Recently, Lisa shared her testimony in church, 
“God is everything to me; He is my husband.  I do 
not need anything more.”  Lisa is fully restored in 
her relationship with God. 
 
Lisa works to support her three daughters.  She 
desires to minister to teen girls and has the gift of 
evangelism.  God is helping her grow in wisdom 
and in her knowledge of Him as she relies on Him 
for her needs.

Lisa and her family have never been on a vacation 
together.  Our Family Vacation will meet many of 
her needs.  She will escape the intense pressures of 
inner-city life in an environment of love and respect.  
She and her family will enjoy comfortable lodging, 
nutritious meals, recreation and games—all in an 
effort to encourage refreshment and restoration.

Lisa will build friendships with other families as they 
pray and worship together.  She will be fed spiritually 
and counseled in family dynamics—how to build 
and maintain relationships.

It will be a memorable time for this dear sister.

i know you understand why i want to host Family Vacations again this summer.

I also want to bring Steven and Kelly, and their five children.  Our missionaries met Steven and Kelly 
while prayer walking in their neighborhood eight years ago.  They became part of a house church.  Steven 
is on a medical disability; Kelly is a Certified Nurse’s Assistant.  Finances are a constant struggle.

Steven says, “THE OAKS is the only vacation we have.  The kids and I have a blast on the Zip Line and 
doing archery together.  The food is good; I expected school-cafeteria food, but it was way better.”
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